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Between this date and the arrival of the main body at Ran-
goon, several minor engagements had taken place with the
Burmese, who, concealed in the dense jungles that grew close
to the British posts, maintained a system of harassing attacks,-
cutting off stragglers, firing on the picquets, and creating constant
alarms, both by day and night.

In order to put a stop to this mode of warfare, and to find
out the numbers and position of the enemy, Sir Archibald marched
out on the 28th of May with foxir companies of British troops, 250
sepoys, one gxm and a howitzer, against the entrenchments in the
neighbourhood of the camp, which were supported by a large body
of troops under the command of the Governor of Shwedang. After
proceeding some way, it was found impossible to take the guns
any further ; they were consequently sent back to camp, and the
infantry continued the advance alone, their path lying along rice-
fields some inches under water. After a most fatiguing march of
about ten miles the enemy were discovered in great numbers at the
village of Joazong, their front defended as usual by strong stock-
ades. An attack was immediately ordered and the stockades
carried at the point of the bayonet. The Burmans then retired
into the jungle, where it being impossible to pursue them, the
detachment returned to camp. The enemy are said to have left 300
dead in their defences.

Soon after this affair two deputies arrived from the Bixrmese
camp under pretence of negotiating a peace, but in reality ^nly
with the view of gaining time for the main body to strengthen
themselves. They were intended, perhaps, to act also as spies,
but whatever was their object, nothing satisfactory was pro-
posed by them in their interview with the British Commissioners,
and they shortly after returned to their camp.

Several more minor successes were now scored against the
Burmese, but the ease with which their stockades were captured
and the heavy losses they were frequently suffering, did not cause
them to change their plan of campaign against the British, namely
to surround and destroy them. The next move on the part of the
Burmans was to concentrate a large force at Kemmendine, at
which place, about two miles above the stockade from which they
been expelled on the 10th May, they constructed an extensive